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a process of development; and that develop-
ment shows traces of influences of other coun-
tries.   The   Mahabharata   ascribes   several
buildings to a spirit called Asura Maya, and
if this refers to the Ahura Mazda of the Zoras-
train religion, it is easy to .understand why he
is honoured in ancient books as the architect
of several wonderful buildings.   Asura Maya
represents the Spirit of Persia; and Persia has
influenced Indian an.   It has been pointed out
that some of the old caves in India are modelled
after the rock-cut tombs of Persia; the Sarnath
sculptures and the palaces and halls of Pata-
liputra bear the impress of Persian masonry
and architecture.   India's life was not ringed
round with a fence, cut off from communion
with the world's larger life.   India had com-
merce with Rome and Egypt and Babylon;
and Indians had colonies in Siam,  Cambodia,
Java,   Indian culture influenced other nations
and was influenced by their cultures,   Persia
was one of these Nations. Another was Greece.
I do not accept the theory of the Greek origin
of the Buddha images; but modern investiga-
tions show the influence of Hellenistic technique
on Indian art. There is a significant resemblance
between some Buddhist effigies and Greek gods;
mad Buddhism   influenced   Hindu  art   The
Buddhist Nirvana was the extinction of desires;
4 the Great Renunciation' erf the Master haun-